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IITs misconstrued circular as an encroachment on autonomy: 

UGC 

 Hindustan Times (Delhi) 

NEW DELHI: The university grants commission (UGC) on Monday said that it was not encroaching on the 

autonomy of IITs while issuing a clarification and justifying its position on the specification of degrees, quoting 

section 22 of the UGC Act, 1956. The commission’s clarification comes in the wake of a controversy that it was 

attempting to intrude into the autonomy of the IITs.  

Issuing the clarification, the commission said, “The UGC has recently sent a circular to all degree-awarding 

institutions informing them about the specification of degrees which have been notified in the gazette of India 

on July 5, 2014 with the approval of the government of India. Unfortunately, the aforementioned 

communication of the UGC has been misconstrued as an encroachment on the autonomy of Institutions of 

higher learning, especially the IITs.”  

Detailing the sections and sub sections of UGC Act, the commission said, “Save as provided in sub-section (1), 

no person or authority shall confer, or grant, or hold himself or itself out as entitled to confer or grant, any 

degree.”  

The IIT directors however have their own opinion.  

“We report to the visitor and the visitor has to take a stand on this. Only if the visitor feels, we will bring it to 

the Senate. The IITs have their own act and we are regulated by our Senate. There has never been a need to 

consult with the UGC so far,” said an IIT director.  

The provision for specification of degrees by the commission was a conscious decision taken by the central 

government for a number of reasons which not only includes ensuring uniformity in terms of the awarding of 

degrees but also for the purposes of employability and mobility of the students across the country, the UGC 

said.  

UGC on IIT controversy: Letter misconstrued as 

encroachment 

Anubhuti Vishnoi  New Delhi, August 25, 2014 | UPDATED 23:00 IST  

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/ugc-on-iit-controversy-letter-misconstrued-as-encroachment/1/379021.html 

University Grants Commission (UGC) on Monday clarified to HRD ministry that its letter to the 16 IITs  should 

not be "misconstrued as an encroachment on the autonomy of Institutions of higher learning especially the 

Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs)." 

"It may not be out of context to mention here that the University Grants Commission is the only statutory body 

in the country to specify degrees in all domains of knowledge including Engineering, Medicine, Agriculture, 

Exact Sciences, Humanities, Social Science, Languages, etc," the UGC communication says. 

Reacting to the IIT controversy, UGC Chairman told India Today that there is "no question of any 

encroachment". 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/author/Anubhuti-Vishnoi/1.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/ugc-on-iit-controversy-letter-misconstrued-as-encroachment/1/379021.html
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"Every university is also a statutory body but there is a procedure to be followedâ€¦no other body except the 

UGC can specify degreesâ€¦we are a conduit between the government and the institution and no one can award 

a degree that is not approved", Prof Ved Prakash told India Today. 

Clarifying that "the responsibility for specification of degrees to be awarded by different sets of institutions has 

been entrusted with the University Grants Commission (UGC) through its Act, 1956 in all domains of higher 

education," the higher education regulator has further quoted Section 22 of the UGC Act, 1956, which provides 

for "Right to confer degrees". 

  

As per Section 22, "The right of conferring or granting degrees shall be exercised only by a University 

established or incorporated by or under a Central Act, A Provincial Act or a State Act or an institution deemed 

to be a University under section 3 or an institution specially empowered by an Act of Parliament to confer or 

grant degrees.. Section 22(3) adds that for the purposes of this section, "degree means any such degrees as may, 

with the previous approval of the Central Government, be specified in this behalf by the Commission by 

notification in the official Gazette." 

  

The move- that follows within days of the Commission asking the prestigious Indian Institute of Science (IISc) 

Bangalore to make changes in its four year undergraduate course- has caused a furore in the IIT system with 

many IIT Directors and academics protesting against it.  

The apex higher education regulator- University Grants Commission- is learnt to have written to all Indian 

Institutes of Technology (IITs) asking them to ensure that the degrees they are offering are aligned to those 

recognized by them. 

The Commission had sent to all IITs a copy of the 5th July 2014 Gazette notification it issued after the Delhi 

University Four Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUP) controversy listing out all the recognized degrees. 

This communication would imply that four year Bachelors of Science degree progarmmes offered at IITs- IIT 

Kanpur and Kharagpur among others- would be illegal. 

  

The UGC has further argued that if a university/institution of national importance wishes to award a degree 

other than the one specified by the UGC then it can approach the education regulator with its proposal with 

proper justification.   "The proposal is duly examined by the UGC and accordingly if needed the list of 

specification of degree is upgraded after obtaining the concurrence of the Government of India", the UGC has 

said on the issue. 

The regulator has further sought to explain that the specification of degrees by the University Grants 

Commission was a conscious decision taken by the Central Government to ensure the uniformity in terms of 

award of degrees and also for purposes of employability and mobility of the students across the country.  
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Faculty shoots e-mail against IIT-I director 

TNN | Aug 25, 2014, 11.51 AM IST 

INDORE: With tenure of present Indian Institute of Technology, Indore (IIT-I) director Pradeep Mathur coming to end in 
December this year, a section of faculty and staff of premier technology institute have shot off e-mails to Union HRD 
minister Smriti Irani raising concerns over his functioning. 
 
Fearing renewal of Dr Mathur's term as director, faculty members from institute sent e-mails, copies of which are with 
TOI, seeking attention of the minister on issues, including land transfer for permanent campus, faculty recruitment, 
skewed distribution of funds, extravagance, faculty promotions, spending in convocation 2013 and library purchases. 
 
One of e-mails states: "Most heads and deans are unhappy with existing regime, but due to fear of retribution they hold 
themselves back. We request you to meet with faculty members individually instead of meeting in public platforms for 
knowing real picture. All allegations can be verified independently, but someone has to bell the cat. We wish to remain 
anonymous as he is known to be quite revengeful and can harm us." 
 
The aggrieved faculty members have raised questions over his alleged stay in hotels in the city even though the institute 
was paying house rent for his plush bungalow. Expenditure on his frequent foreign visits too has been questioned in 
another e-mail sent to the Union minister. 
 
Another e-mail states ? All purchases at IIT-Indore are from Unicom Computers. Rs 4 crore was spent to conduct 
convocation in 2013, whereas suggestion by Engineers of Estate Section, showing way to organize programme for Rs 10 
lakh was deliberately ignored. 
 
In June, the IIT-I had shifted its one block to permanent campus site at Simrol, which faculty allege is an exercise in 
image building. "There is no proper alternative space for instruments or the personnel. Staff members are transferred 
from one section to another section arbitrarily and memos are issued on a daily basis to senior staff members," the e-
mail stated. 
 
Refuting all allegations mentioned in e-mails, IIT-I director Pradeep Mathur told TOI on Sunday, "All allegations are 
baseless. None of faculty member has ever raised issues with IIT forum, which takes up such complaints. The data and 
facts are not true. I am open to all kinds of investigation." 

Use skills to ensure country's growth: Super30 founder to IIT 
students 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/use-skills-to-ensure-countrys-growth-super30-founder-
to-iit-students/articleshow/40876371.cms 

'Super30' coaching centre of Bihar, Anand Kumar, has appealed to students of IITs to devote their skills for the 
development of rural areas of India instead of leaving the country in search of greener pastures.  
 
"The time has come for (students) to share their knowledge and skills for the benefit of their countrymen instead of 
pursuing career goals and personal success. It is the need of the hour," Kumar told the students of IIT, Kanpur, here 
during an interaction with them last evening.  

Talking about the pattern of the IIT-JEE, Kumar said there was a need for changing the same as it was not favourable for 
students from the weaker sections.  

As to Super30, Kumar said that the celebrated coaching system would be now expanded to include Uttar Pradesh.  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/use-skills-to-ensure-countrys-growth-super30-founder-to-iit-students/articleshow/40876371.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/use-skills-to-ensure-countrys-growth-super30-founder-to-iit-students/articleshow/40876371.cms
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The Super30 programme selects 30 meritorious candidates each year from economically-backward sections of society 
and trains them for the IIT-JEE, the examination for entrance into the premier Indian Institutes of Technology.  

New IIT's shouldn't be started in haste: CNR Rao 

India cannot become a global power in science unless it improves the quality of research, says professor CNR 

Rao, Bharat Ratna awardee in an intervew with Sanchayan Bhattacharjee  

As per Budget 2014, the government has allocated funds for new IITs. What are your views on this? 
The Government has announced that they will have five more IITs. I hope that these institutions are started 

gradually and not in haste so that each new IIT has the necessary facilities and infrastructure. I say this because 

most of the eight new IITs that were started in 2008-2009 are still not well established. They do not have proper 

buildings, campuses and other facilities. IITs are supposed to have a special culture and an environment which 

brings out the best in students. This can only be done if there is adequate preparation. 

It is often said that students use the IIT brand name more than the knowledge imparted by the 

institution. Comment! 
I have always been against a large number of IIT graduates going for management. This has been a great loss to 

the country. I feel that they should remain engineers. IITs themselves should not have started management 

courses. 

In a recent interview, you mentioned that 'science taught in schools is boring'. How to make it 

interesting? 
Science in schools is boring because what they impart is old fashioned and taught poorly. Chemistry for 

example, is not about just memorising a bunch of equations or methods of preparations. There are a number of 

interesting and exciting things happening in chemistry and yet we never bring this out in the classroom. This is 

also true of physics and other subjects. There are a few institutions where good teaching happens, but that is 

after school level. At school level, major changes are yet to occur in the way we teach science. 

Please comment on the research scenario in India. 
As far as the research scenario is concerned, there are always few individuals and a few institutions, which are 

doing well, but the overall situation is sad, both in terms of quality and quantity. We have to increase the 

quantity of research output. Some of our neighbouring countries are doing extremely well in this regard. 

However, it is more important to improve the quality of research. We have to pursue competitive research 

comparable to the best in the world. Unless we do this, India will not become a global power in science in the 

next 20 years or so. The government is providing some funds for research, but they have to increase their 

contribution. It is important that our industries also contribute to science. In most of the advanced countries, 

industries contribute almost 50 per cent of the science budget. 

Apart from the funding, how else can students and institutes improve the frequency and quality of 

research work? 
The most important thing for most researchers particularly the young ones, is to have perseverance, doggedness 

and dedication to pursue what they want to do. Unless one has these qualities, individuals and institutions 

cannot succeed. There is a need for people who want to succeed in science and other disciplines by doing 

outstanding research and teaching. We as a society, have to provide the environment for carrying out good 

research and high quality innovation. 

VVS 
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